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Boating has been

: tolltiwing the progress of your

Academy since i t 's inception, but

we know l i t t le about i ts founder.

How was i t  that you came to l ive

in South Af r ica in the f irst place?

Whi le  l i v ing  in  Ho l land,  my company,

the  European Cer t i f i ca t ion  Bureau
(  ECB) ,  was  approached by  Rober tson

& Ca ine  a t  the  Mar ine  Equ ipment

Trade show in  Amsterdam.  They

wanted to be CE cert i f ied. so I took

the f irst plane to Cape Town and

they became my f irst South Afr ican

c l ien ts .  Whi le  I  was  in  the  Cape,  I

v is i ted  many yards  to  f ind  ou t  i f  I

cou ld  o f fe r  th is  serv ice  to  any  o ther

compan ies  in  the  indus t ry .  l t  tu rned

out  tha t  Lhere  was a  s t rong demand

for  CE cer t i f i ca t ion ,  and I  g radua l ly

bu i l t  up  a  c l ie r^ t  base here .  l t  became
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although I loved f lying to South Af r ica,

l d e c i d e d  t h a t  l d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  l i k e

f  ly ing out  again,  so I  decided to move
and base myserf  here in  Cape Town.

,,t&trai was your first project in this
:' ,itivittry?

W"f f ,  the ISO TC 1BB commit tee
al ready ex is ted here,  but  i t  seemed
as i i  no one here waS actuat .y  voL.r .g,
and  I  unde rs tand  Sou th  A f r i ca

had abs ta ined fo r  a  few years .  I
a n n r n a e  h o d  i h p  S A R S  i n  P r e t o r i a  a n d

asked i f  I  cou ld  fo rm a  commi t tee

tha t  wou ld  vo te  on  in te rna t iona l

s tandards .  South  Af r i ca  has  a  vo ice ,

and I  thought  i t  was  t ime tha t  i t  was

heard .  I  approached var ious  peop le ,

and now we have a  group o f  about

ten  members ,  eacn represent rng  a

faculty of the industry, from boat

bu i ld  ng  to  des ign  to  i ssues  o f  sa fe iy .

Tre  representa t ion  is  ta i r ,  and each

member  now gets  sent  a  d ra f t  o f  ISO

standards ,  wh ich  they  vo te  on .

How did the Whisper Academy/ '
:L..../.&irnr'e about?

That  was my second pro jec t .  When

I  w a s  s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  H o l l a n d ,  o n  o n e

of  my t r ips  I  v is i ted  the  Manta  Boat

fac to ry  in  Pre tor ia .  The owner ,  Mar t in
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lf you are a regular reader sf Leisure Baating then yau will be

familiar with the Whisper Baat Building Academy - a Seetian

2l nan-profit organisatian airned at teaching deaf yauth the

art of baat building. Now almast a year 0ld, the Academy has

avercame mach an its l\ng raad t0 success, and although there

is still a way to go, the future is laaking noticeably brighter for

the initiative. I caught up with Academy founder Peter Jacaps

in his Cape Tawn office ta learn a little more.
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