
Pieterse, has a son who is deaf and
he and some of his deaffiiendswere
working in the facrory Although
they were do ng well, they needed
some help in rerms of edlcation
and such, and althouqh I wanted io
help,  I  co!dn ' t  as I  was sr i l t  t iv tng
rn Hol iand.  Round about  the same
time, Vetus in Ho/and contacted
me and sa d thal they were keen to
Invesr n a worrhwhite prcject over
here, and lf I knew of anything, I
should /et  them know I  thought
that a school teaching deaf youth
how to build boats was definirety a
worthwhrle cause, and Verus was
very enthusiastic ln hetpins. I ihen
emarred as many peopte in  the south
African boating indusiry ro appeal
to. help. I was desperatety in need
of fu nds. Pertec generousiy donated
F'10 000,  and theAcademywas born

. oLrt of that money comb ned with
funds and avai lable work ing t rme
from ECB.

ffiltere operattns out ot eeter

4di46reh 
yard in Betrear. How did

thatcomeabout?
Peier is one of my clsromers 6nd,
as hrs son rs menlallycha enged, he
has a ways wanted ro do somerhing
forkids with specla needs. peter has
been an enormous heip. Withour him
and the offer of his yard space, rhe
Acadenry would never have sra.red.

/F)tow did
/ HDtact with--g-choor?

you come into lhatwas a big momenrfor us
tfie Noluthando

/ry*adomy besan inuav ot tasr
/ 4dl. WhatwasthoirlirsrEroiect?--Yn't 

" .rro"ntt buirt three rowrnq
boatsbased on a mou d built by Peie.
Randle Thiswasan exercise. Weso d
one of them b the Waterfront as a
wo.kboat. We sril havetwo forsale.

.B-F^..
/ d afs whe. we ran nto rroubte-Y;irunc 

a ly. Then Irnekede Noorcame
along.  T lneke is  a wel lknown TV
personality in Holland.living in South
AJrca, and had been ookns ro buy
a launch to lse in Vedrf on rhe Berg
Fiver. She heard abour our prcject,
saw the pictures €nd paid immedi
ately. Th!s. ourfirst la!nch w;s soid.

1@tethattwo ot vour students
(q9*6t ror an exchanee prosram

in Hollard?
Yes, that's very excitinq. Abromovirz
&Associatesand carnerParkin from
Bikor have donared rhe air tickers.
Choosing whicn tvyo srldents witl
go is an impo(ant decision. and
many factors haveito be 60nsidered,
as spendrns time in.a foreign ptace
and stayins with unfamiliar peope
ooesnt  sur t  everyone.  we are
slill /ooking for funds for rhe extra
expenses overseas.

,@},aue recentty moved from

LWt Raldte s yard to new
premises at the Notuthando
School. How dict that come

'  
In  a meetng wi th rhe schoot 's'p.incipal, 

it was mentioned thar rhe
schoor had recently been granted
more. toachers the p.incipat satd
rhat, as so many of the students
were becomind more .nd more inrer

' ested in becomins boat bulders, rhe
schoolwas wllllng ro a/locare one of
theirteachers to the projecr fulltime.
While I was pleased by this offer,
I explained that I couldn't accept
due to the financial dilficutries we
were hav ig, especially in terms of
payins for transporr ro Peteis yard
in Retreal The principalthen offered

,  meful l lseof  oneof  theschoo/ 's  O
I contacted the Weslern Province
Deaf lnstitLrte and thar was rhe
oniy school that showed interesr.
Several students votunteered, and
in the beginnins it was rricky as they
expected to be pald. lt took a whte
for me to convince them ihat joining
the iniiiative was a I abour rhe best
interesis of their Jurlre Now they
understand tholgh, and my bissest
probem in that reqard is exptainins
that  one dayrhetra intng w| tbe over
and theywillhave to leave I
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